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Honorable Ricardo Lara, Chair 
Joint Legislative Audit Committee 
Room 2179, State Capitol 
Sacramento, California 95814 

Dear Chair Lara: 



As you are likely aware, for several weeks mv staff h»*u 

address the Los Angeles County BoaJ 1 of Supe^sor^ Z " ^ to 

office's right of access to certain reports tha 7 - ( COWlty) P ° Sltion re g^ing my 
of children in the county's ^XtT£rT m founding the deaths 
subject to the attorney work product/aL™^.- ♦ ^ MSerts ^ ese reDort * are 
interpretation of the pfain hu^^TZ^£^ ^ J °~^ 
same nght of access possessed by any ^IZ^L^ ^ my ^ * e 

disputes that interpretation. A^ uX^eZ^ IV' ° f ? 6 aUdit6e ' but the cou ^y 
.saued subpoenas for the documente^/J J ^ l ° reS ° lve ^ matter informally, I 
to the ability of my office T^n^^^^T"^ * ^ mC ° lds is esse <^> 

coTtvli ve Audit c — e (--^ Ton ? at Joklt 

county is resisting the subpoena and has retail th i ebruar y 16 > 201 1 hearing. The 

represent it in this matter. the law flrm of Pollack, Vida and Fisher to 

On June 29^ 2101 1 

representing iheco^tym^rffo^ fr ° m Daniel Ba ^r, the attorney 

letter is filled with mischaracterizaSns anc iZot^T^ u U f ^^ Mr. Barer's 

- w access to ^z%^££^r statutes 

see rxom my Chief Counsel's July 5 201 1 «,«,„,. t T/T necessary. As you can 

repeated and concerted efforts to expla n ?I V ^ my k « aI s ^ff has made 
Although we have been seeking acce« to £JS *> obtain the records, 

county has refused to produce them doCuraents «nce mid-May, to date, the 

In view of the continued delays unless r ftc a„ , „ 

necessary documents by July 7* at 5 n m I ^ pr0vkles *aff access to the 

to suspend audit work related to Los Angeles ^ * ^ W n ° ^ 

aUd,t WOTk re ^ed to the other three c^fe^dwn ^ " h ° WCVCr ' C ° nlinue ^ e 

counties and w,ll issue a timely report regarding those 
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counties. Later in the summer mv nffW „,;u 

prepare a report ,„a, focuseTTxd^ o„ fte eo^X ™ ^ Ange ' eS °T 

<° rei-ue subpoenas to d,e Zl^ l ^ ,^ 1 
Pubhshed ,„ ,ate fail. I continue to u ^ ^iTp^eT rCP ° rt that S " " ld •* 

iS^^^^^ -tod by the e„ My , 

question or would like to revieS any of Z ° t n0 °U>er ajternative. If you have * 
toe «, unty regard.^ this issue, ^IZo^Z^Z ^ ^ J 



Sincerely, 

ELAINE M. HOWLE, CPA 
State Auditor 



' t ?T e " Steinber & Senate President pro Tern 

Honorable Robert Dutton, Senate Minority Leader anTvir-e ru ■ 
Joint Legislative Audit Committee * ^ VlCe Cha,r ' 

Honorable John A. Perez, Assembly Speaker 

uZlml LuST aITm A T mb r ly Fl0OT L ^er 

Honorable ^1^^^^^^ Audit Committee 

Honorable Joel And™ ^I^Hin^^A 1 ^^ 6 A " dit C °™ ttee 
Honorable Kevin De Leon Mernh^ T^l t , Ve Audlt Committee 
Honorable Tim DonnelW mSTw J Lefil , sIatlve Audit Committee 
Honorable Alyson HubZ' Member W f^ 8 at ? ve Audit Committee 
Honorable Doug La MaTfa 5r ? f L r eglsl f ve Audit Committee 
Honorable William W Mon^ng M^mbe Wr*™ , Audit Committee 
Honorable Chris Norby, Member W T > J,/? ^f 15 ^ Audit Committee 
Honorable Michael Rubio Sh' ( r L /f» sla tjve Audit Committee 
Honorable Cameron Sm^^^S^^ A A udlt Committee 
Honorable Lois Wolk, ^^o^^t^f!^^ Committee 
Honorable Henry Perea, A^g^ C °™^ 



